
The mission of the Humboldt Trails Council

is to serve as a uni�ed voice to support

development, maintenance and use of trails

for recreation and transportation

throughout Humboldt County



VOLUNTEER TRAIL STEWARDS CELEBRATE 10th ANNIVERSARY

July 2020 marks the 10-year anniversary for the Volunteer Trail Stewards (VTS) which provides trail

development and maintenance on many local trails: Hammond Trail, Bay Trail (sections in both Eureka and

Arcata), Arcata Community Forest, Mckinleyville Land Trust, Freshwater Farms and others. We want to take

this opportunity to thank the MANY volunteers who have done the trailwork on the various HTC trails during

the past decade. We also want to recognize the contributions of the Trail Coordinators who organize the

monthly trail workdays and perform many other duties to keep the VTS program running smoothly.

 

This section is a recap of a longer document written by Rees Hughes.

In January 2010, Jen Rice and Kevin Wright organized a meeting at the RCAA o�ces in Eureka to explore

interest in a ‘trail steward’ program. In April 2010, the Volunteer Trail Stewards received a small grant of $1,000

from the Headwaters Fund to pilot the program. Our initial e�orts to secure liability coverage proved to be

prohibitively expensive. In May 2010 we approached the Friends of the Dunes about becoming a program of the

Friends of the Dunes which would allow us to be covered under their liability policy.

During the winter and spring of 2010, we developed position descriptions for volunteers and worked to develop

two pilot locations: Cooper Gulch and Hammond Trail. On July 31, 2010 we held a training session for potential

volunteers with 21 trainees showing up to the Hammond training but only a couple of volunteers at the Cooper

Gulch training. The �rst work day was held on October 3, 2010 around the Hammond Bridge. Stacy Becker

served as the VTS Trail Coordinator for the Hammond Trail and continues in this capacity today – 10 years

later.

On October 24, 2010, we held the �rst workday at the Friends of the Dunes Nature Center with nine volunteers

showing. John St. Marie served as the lead for the Friends of the Dunes program. Shortly after those �rst

workdays, the 1 st Saturday of each month became the workday on the Hammond and the 3 rd Saturday of each

month became the work day for the Friends of the Dunes trails.

In the fall of 2011, discussions with the City of Arcata were initiated but it took more than a year to �nalize. At

long last the organizing meeting for the Arcata Community Forest Volunteer Trail Stewards program occurred

in February 2013. The �rst work day followed on March 2 with 47 volunteers showing up. Rees Hughes assumed

responsibility for the Arcata program and has continued since the beginning. At this point, the VTS program

became allied with the Humboldt Trails Council (HTC). With su�cient funding guaranteed through the Memo of

Understanding (MOU) with City of Arcata, HTC was able to a�ord the liability insurance coverage that had

prevented the organization from joining with VTS previously.

VTS continued to grow as interest in trail maintenance garnered the support of local governments, trail

advocates, and trail users. In July 2013, a MOU was signed with the City of Eureka. Stacy and Rees were

fortunate to recruit Jane Stock who was willing to assume the coordinator role for the Hikshari’ Trail program

with assistance from Susan Penn. The �rst organizing meeting was held on August 29th and the �rst work day

on September 13 th . Jane turned over the responsibility to Wanda Naylor for the December 2015 workday;

Wanda has continued until June 2020 and has just announced her retirement from coordinator duties (but she

will continue to be a regular volunteer). 

In November 2015 the Humboldt Trails Council and the Northcoast Regional Land Trust signed an MOU to

establish a VTS program for the .7-mile trail along Freshwater Slough at Freshwater Farms Reserve.

Beginning March 2018, Ste�en Allan initiated a workday on the third Saturday of each month alternating

between Mad River Blu�s and Cha-GAH-Cho Trail, both projects of the McKinleyville Land Trust.

Dennis Houghton and Pam Halstead began a VTS program along the Waterfront Trail North (from the Adorni

Center to the Tydd Street trailhead) on April 21, 2018. They have held work days on the third Saturday of each

month with growing numbers of volunteers.

Gail Popham initiated a VTS program for what is now referred to as the Eureka Wharf Trail in June 2019. Gail,



whose formal workday occurs on the �rst Sunday of the month, has infused a tremendous amount of energy

and has developed a small but loyal core group of volunteers.

In October 2018, with funds from the Humboldt Bay Trail Fund, the VTS program was able to hire its �rst paid

sta� person, Monica Bueno. Monica was hired for 5 hours per week as a part of a larger position with the City of

Arcata. In early September 2019, Renee Thibodeau took over this role and continues in this position today.

E�ective January 2020, Renee’s VTS time-base was increased to 10 hours per week. It is the ultimate goal that

Renee will assume some of the tasks that Rees and Stacy have taken on for years and will permit the program to

expand further.

What has happened to VTS during the pandemic?

The HTC Board suspended trail workdays for all VTS trail sites in March 2020 due to health and safety

concerns. Some trail workdays commenced during June and other trail openings have been delayed. ***See

accompanying article in this newsletter***

What is in the future for VTS?

We plan to hold a VTS celebration but pandemic restrictions prevent us from having a large event. Eventually,

we will schedule a picnic/barbeque event for all VTS volunteers. We have been waiting for a number of years to

begin a VTS program in the McKay Community Forest which will hopefully commence this year. Since Wanda

Naylor has stepped down as Hikshari Trail Coordinator, a new coordinator is being recruited and will start this

summer.

Volunteer Trail Stewards Back to Work!

 
After several months of high visitor use, great weather, and lots of plant growth (spring!) but no volunteer

maintenance on the trails, the VTS are back to work! When Shelter-in-Place came to Humboldt, the Humboldt

Trails Council in conjunction with county and city partners asked that volunteers refrain from work along

Humboldt trails to allow for increased use and appropriate distancing for all trail users. As we learn more about

Coronavirus spread and how to stay safe, trailwork has resumed! While we are excited to be back tackling those

projects and assisting our partner’s maintenance sta�, we are operating with reduced group size and increased

safety guidelines. Where group work days have resumed, they are by RSVP only so that numbers can be limited,

instead of the usual open call for volunteers. If interested in attending a work day, contact the coordinator or

reply to the work day email once you are on their email list. Eureka’s Wharf Trail (1st Sunday of each month),

Hikshari’ (2nd Saturday), and Wigi Wetlands (4th Saturday) VTS have all restarted work days with lots of trail

work, clean up, and habitat restoration already accomplished.

Arcata Community Forest VTS had their return to work days at Shay Park in Arcata on June 27th . It was a much

needed touch-up of the park: string trimming trails and tall grass, trimming branches and berries along trails,

gra�ti removal, painting, and a dumpster’s worth of trash collected. The site also allowed volunteers to work at

appropriate distances, park and travel safely, and follow all of the safe practice guidelines. Maybe July’s work

day (4th Saturday) will allow for a return to the forest in a way that continues those safe practices, but expect

RSVP and group size limits to continue.

The remaining VTS trails aren’t being neglected! Eureka Waterfront North, Arcata Bay, Hammond and

McKinleyville Land Trust trails all have dedicated and knowledgeable volunteers and coordinators who

continue to maintain and report on trails (individually or in household groups) while waiting for safer times to

gather larger groups once again. Watch for updates to come as some of these sites may hold size-limited work

days in August!

If you would like to be added to a VTS site’s email list for work days, contact the coordinator listed on the

Humboldt Trails Council website https://www.humtrails.org/vts



2020 6.28 Karen article on GRT for eNews

 
THE GREAT REDWOOD TRAIL UPDATE

The trail community in Humboldt County was updated on the Great Redwood Trail (GRT) by Senator Mike

McGuire at our June 6 th Virtual Trails Summit. You can view the whole summit here:

Click Here For Summit Video

The vision of this trail transformed into reality when Governor Brown signed SB 1029 in the latter part of 2018.

This bill called for the state of California to audit the assets and debts of the North Coast Rail Authority (NCRA),

and to close down of the NCRA in preparation for transferring the rail corridor to a successor agency. At the

end of June, the audit was completed and the report sent to the state legislature. On May 26th the NCRA voted

to give up their rights to track and freight easements south of Mendocino County.
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Senator McGuire emphasized that building and completing this trail won’t be easy or quick. He and his sta�

and the NCRA have overcome a succession of obstacles. Many of those obstacles still lie in the trail’s future. At

this time a boundary survey of the entire line is nearly completed. Over the last 24 months nearly thirty-�ve

million dollars has been secured from the California Transportation Commission and the Metropolitan

Transportation Commission to begin work on segments that will become the GRT. The massive debts of the

NCRA, a state agency, must be paid o� before it can be dissolved. What will happen next? After the audit is

�nalized, those recommendations will be put into law with a new bill, Senate Bill 356. It will close the NCRA,

and assign a successor agency to own the rights-of-way, and build the northern portion of the trail from

Cloverdale to Samoa (and to Blue Lake—the “Capstone”). The next crucial step will be rail banking the line to

guarantee it remains a transportation corridor forever, and cannot be broken up. A rail-banking attorney is

being hired to oversee the rail-banking of the northern part of the GRT. Rail-banking is expected to be

completed in the �rst half of 2021.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAf67iVY9j8&t=517s&fbclid=IwAR1ePasD67yrVKMcXO_GgTBAE4lz%2049ugO3EUrCuBMAK4faT82KnxZIR0IHk


       

                                                                        Photo by Nancy Spruance

Someday the Great Redwood Trail will be the longest contiguous rail-trail in the United States. This conversion

of old, unused rail corridors has happened hundreds of times across the U.S. as rail lines have phased out.

Those corridors may still be transitioned back to rail if it ever becomes economically feasible to do so;

meanwhile, rail-banking preserves the corridor for public use. Senator McGuire foresees this process of

railbanking being completed in the �rst six months of 2021. Senator McGuire ended his talk discussing not only

the health bene�ts and beauty of the trail, but also what an economic driver a trail of this scale will be for the

towns along its route. He emphasized the “California outdoor recreational economy is one of the fastest

growing sectors of the Golden State. It generates 95 billion dollars a year. It’s responsible for 700,000 jobs, and

over 30 billion in wages, and brings in 6 billion in local tax revenues back to local cities and counties.” People

want to travel close to home with the recession and shut-down. Humboldt and Mendocino counties will bene�t

greatly from this 300+ mile long, world-class, multi-use trail that will link Humboldt Bay to San Francisco Bay.

Support Humboldt Trails Council via AmazonSmile

If you shop at Amazon.com, then ... 

Have you heard about AmazonSmile?  Did you know that if you sign-up, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the

purchase price of every eligible product you buy to the Humboldt Trails Council? 

Sign-up with AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.com/.

You will have the opportunity to choose the direction of your charitable donation by entering an organization’s

name in the lower right box. Type in Humboldt Trails Council and AmazonSmile will support our trails work

with their contribution.

OUR MISSION 



The mission of the Humboldt Trails Council is to serve as a uni�ed voice to support development, maintenance

and use of trails for recreation and transportation throughout Humboldt County

OUR VISION

The Humboldt Trails Council envisions a well-maintained network of accessible community pathways traveled

by walkers and riders of all abilities, ages and means in the pursuit of unfettered kinetic joy. We are advocates,

educators, and coordinators working to enhance the county’s active transportation and recreation options,

community wellbeing, economic vitality, visitor captivation and appreciation of open spaces.
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