
The mission of the Humboldt Trails Council

is to serve as a uni�ed voice to support

development, maintenance and use of trails

for recreation and transportation

throughout Humboldt County

Humboldt Trails Council’s Top Ten Accomplishments for 2019
 

HTC held its annual meeting at Eureka City Hall on October 21, 2019. The following “Ten

Accomplishments” were presented to the group.

#10  -   Fundraising event at The Madrone Brick Fire Pizza & Taphouse in April 2019.

This event was well attended, and raised $120 from the proceeds, plus an additional

$130 in donations. It was a fun mixer that got the Council in the mood for a more

ambitious fund raiser.

 

#9  -   Our mission statement was revised to include the word “maintenance.”



Maintenance of trails is a huge part of HTC’s mission. It now reads: “The mission of the

Humboldt Trails Council is to serve as a uni�ed voice to support development,

maintenance and use of trails for recreation and transportation throughout Humboldt

County.”

 

#8  -   HTC agreed to co-host the “Happy Trails” program on KHUM (104.7 FM). HTC

board members co-hosted a monthly segment of the radio program with DJ Cli�

Berkowitz.  “Happy Trails” has now recently ended having been on air weekly for 9

years and as a podcast. (See the end of this newsletter for a recap of the Happy Trails

�nale.)

 

#7  –   HTC board recruitment – Two new members joined the board this year, Stevie

Luther and Betsy Filippini. The board currently has nine members and still has room

for two more. We are seeking representatives from the mountain biking and/or

disability communities.

           

#6  –   Trail Mix Fundraiser – HTC hosted a fundraising event, Trail Mix with Eyes

Anonymous, at the Bayside Community Hall on Friday, November 15th. As our capacity

increases so does our need for more funding to support the Council’s work. Our

supporters danced to the upbeat sounds of the ‘80’s cover band, Eyes Anonymous,

participated in a silent auction with amazing local goods, and raised fun and funds for

TRAILS!

 

#5  –   eNewsletter

The Humboldt Trails Council has committed to ensuring HTC supporters and Trails

Summit attendees receive regular updates about trail-related news, calls to action, and

volunteer engagement opportunities, and that the HTC website is updated in a timely

manner and can easily have new content added on a regular basis. The newsletter

comes out 5-6 times a year, with calls to action and announcements as needed. The

Council has a yearly contract with the Redwood Community Action Agency, with a cost

of $1000/year, to coordinate the eNewsletter. We currently have 964 email subscribers.

 

#4  -   VTS Trail Steward Coordinator Hired:  Through grant funds from the Humboldt

Bay Trail Fund and in cooperation with the City of Arcata, Monica Bueno was hired in

September 2018. When Monica left, Renee Thibodeau was hired in August 2019 to �ll

this position. The VTS Coordinator will assume responsibility for the recruitment,

training, and oversight of the Volunteer Trail Stewards for a speci�c trail or segment of

trail. They will work closely with Humboldt Trails Council and the Trail Steward

Steering Committee, trail stakeholders, and all appropriate agencies and governmental

resources.  

#3  –   Budget - Financially we are in great shape. Treasurer Kemset Moore has done

yeowoman-like duties to clean up our �nances and record-keeping. Our revenue and

expenses for 2019 follows.



   

 

   

#2  –   Advocacy Committee Update:  Advocacy is a major goal and accomplishment of

HTC, and the advocacy committee continues to speak on behalf of the Council, and to

build and maintain relationships with individuals, other groups, and government

entities. The committee meets once a month to focus on advocacy issues, and is made

up of board members: Korina Johnson, Michael Proulx, Bruce Silvey, and Karen

Underwood. Some of their highlights in the last year have included:

 

This spring we assisted with planning and implementation of the May 5 Trails Summit.

The event was very successful with approximately 225 folks in attendance.

The Annie & Mary Connectivity Project with the City of Arcata. Michael was on the

Arcata City task force, and our advocates attended and participated in many public

meetings. HTC wrote a letter of support for the trail that aligns with the rail corridor

(Alternative 1).  That alternative was unanimously approved on September 4th by the

Arcata City Council. This rail-trail is a 3.3- mile section that will connect the Sunset



Avenue/Larson Park area all the way to the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District

Park 1 with access on the Mad River.

The completion of the �nal four miles of the Humboldt Bay Trail South has been a

STRONG focus. This “Final Four” miles of the Humboldt Bay Trail lie between Eureka

and Arcata. We have written letters of support to Caltrans and local papers, and we

have spoken at two Board of Supervisor meetings in support of the project, strongly

encouraging no delays. In late January 2019 this project was funded by the state’s Active

Transportation Program with a recommended $13.3 million to complete the 4-mile gap.

Completion of the Bay Trail and the next section south of Eureka will open major safe

commuting and active transportation links between Eureka and Arcata, as well as HSU

and eventually CR

 

In January 2019 Humboldt Co Public Works released the draft McKay Community

Forest Trail Plan for public review. This trail plan will be a blueprint for the

development of trails, access points and amenities to support recreational and

educational activities within the Community Forest. HTC responded with a letter

detailing our commitment to provide Volunteer Trail Stewards for this project when

needed. That time is near as it appears the �rst work day will be the Spring of 2020. We

all look forward to trail building there.

Recently, HTC spoke in support of the Bay to Zoo Trail at a Eureka City Council

meeting. The city council did adopt the resolution that accepts a grant from the State

Coastal Conservancy Funds to do the Preliminary Design and Environmental Review

for this trail which will connect the body of Eureka to the Eureka Waterfront Trail.

One of our biggest and most time-consuming accomplishments has been working on

Senate Bill 1029. This bill was formerly known as 'The Great Redwood Trail Act' and is

now known as 'The North Coast Railroad Authority Closure and Transition Trail Act'.

Last year Humboldt Trails Council worked hard to get SB1029 signed by the Governor,

and this year we did the same to make sure that there was funding included in this

year's State Budget to help the Great Redwood Trail (GRT) move forward. $500,000 has

just been made available to keep the North Coast Rail Authority (NCRA) functioning for

another year while the northern half of the right-of-way above Willits is railbanked.

At this time the State Finance Dept is conducting an audit of NCRA's 12 million debt,

and both the California Transportation Commission and the Dept of Natural Resources

have assigned full time sta� to the Great Redwood Trail project. Jason Liles of Senator

McGuire's o�ce is the Task Force Project Manager.

 

In January Karen Underwood and Bruce Silvey joined Oona Smith and Supervisor

Wilson for the Great Redwood Trail Alliance meeting in Ukiah. The Alliance is made up

of County, City, and non-pro�t agencies along the 300-mile corridor of the GRT, and

hopes to coordinate signage and other issues as the trail moves through di�erent



jurisdictions. Humboldt Trails Council agreed to collect the input from people in our

County as the trail design moves ahead.

 

Humboldt County has about 100 miles of the 300-mile GRT corridor through some of

the most challenging areas. Arcata's Annie and Mary and North Bay trails, Blue Lake's

A&M, Eureka's Waterfront Trail, and the County's Humboldt Bay Trail South will all be

part of the GRT. 

 

The task right now for the Great Redwood Trail is to keep the focus on getting the

northern half of this huge vision rail-banked. Most of us in Humboldt County believe

this is essential to this dream becoming a reality.

 

The Advocacy committee members send out 2-3 letters a month in support of projects,

letters to the editor, or “My Word” pieces, emails to agencies expressing our support or

concerns. A fair amount of time is spent crafting these letters or emails, and Korina is

our best editor for these pieces. We also speak at meetings in support of trail projects

on behalf of the trail community, and encourage other individuals and groups to join

us.

 

2020 Advocacy Committee Goals:

Develop talking points for presentations for: Railbanking and why trails are a positive

addition to a neighborhood and community.

Continue to build relationships with our trail friends.

Focus on railbanking the section north of Willits for the Great Redwood Trail.

 

The momentum for trails is great. People love a place where they don’t have to walk to

far to connect with a trail. Active transportation is a key ingredient of that momentum,

and the Humboldt Trails Council will continue to spur that momentum.

 

#1  –   Strength of VTS Program

Michael introduced and welcomed the new VTS Coordinator Renee Thibodeau. He then

went over our current data on the various VTS projects. In 2019 542 VTS volunteers

contributed 1,587 volunteer hours on our local trails. Rees Hughes (VTS Trail

Coordinator Arcata Community Forest) spoke a bit on the history of the VTS, about all

the stalwart volunteers, and introduced the VTS present at the meeting. We presented

all the leaders with HTC water glasses. Stacy Becker (VTS Leader of Hammond Trail)

then spoke on her history with the Hammond Trail. That group had just had its 100th

event. She remembered Keith McCloghrie who we lost in August. He was a true friend

to the VTS and all trails. Michael thanked all the volunteers who work so diligently on

our trails in Humboldt County.



           

Happy Trails Finale

Tuesday, November 19 marked the end of an era with the �nale of the KHUM (104.7)

Happy Trails radio show started by Cli� Berkowitz over a dozen years ago to promote

the creation of a regional trail system here in Humboldt. So much progress has been

made during this time to extend our trail system and make walking and biking safer

and easier for people to get to where they need to go in the Humboldt Bay area. HTC

board members Bruce Silvey, Natalie Arroyo and Stevie Luther each cohosted guests on

Happy Trails this last year. HTC supporter Emily Sinkhorn was a Happy Trails cohost

for nine years and remarked, “I feel fortunate to have been a part of Happy Trails for

the past nine years working with other amazing cohosts and guests to advance the

conversation about trails and transportation choices every week.” HTC looks forward

to how our multimodal transportation network will connect even more communities

and neighborhoods in another dozen years!

Link to the Final Happy Trails is below!



KHUM "Happy Trails" Radio Interviews
 

For more trail and transportation updates, tune in to KHUM (104.3 and 104.7)

every Tuesday morning at 8:30am for the Happy Trails radio show. To listen

to podcasts of past shows click the links below!

Final Happy Trails (Tuesday, November 19)

Volunteer Trail Stewards- More Opportunities (Tuesday, November 12)

Little River Trail Collaboration (Tuesday, November 5th)

Great Redwood Trail- The Next Phase (Wednesday, October 30)

David Loya on Trail Funding (Tuesday, October 22)

Bigfoot Improvements (Tuesday,  October 15)

Redway Community Walk (Tuesday, October 1)

Active Transportation and County Climate Action Plan (Tuesday,

September 24)

County Trails Update with Hank Seemann (Tuesday, September 17)

http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/final-happy-trails/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/volunteer-trail-stewards-more-opportunities/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/little-river-trail-collaboration/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/great-redwood-trail-next-phase/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/david-loya-trail-funding/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/bigfoot-improvements/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/redway-community-walk/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/active-transportation-county-climate-action-plan/
http://khum.com/podcasts/happy-trails/county-trails-update-hank-seemann/


Volunteer Trail Stewards (VTS)

Volunteer Trail Stewards join volunteer days to help groom the trails, and

may choose to provide "eyes and ears" presence (with training) at other

times on designated trails. Each trail project has its own schedule and goals.

Learn about trail maintenance, local native and non-native plants,

recreation management, and meet kindred outdoors people! VTS are

projects of the Humboldt Trails Council. Learn more about any of the

following projects, please contact the coordinator listed.

Arcata Community Forest Trails 

4th Saturday of every month, except December. Meeting locations TBA.

Contact Rees at Hughes@humboldt.edu.

Eureka Waterfront Trail Mid-Section (Del Norte St. north to "C" St.)

1st Sunday of each month. Meet at the Whar�nger Building parking lot.

Contact Gail at gailpopham@gmail.com

Eureka Waterfront Trail North (Tydd Street to Adorni Center)

3rd Saturday; 9-11am. Meet at the foot of X street in front of the Blue Ox Mill.

Contact Dennis at dbhedm@gmail.com or Pam at pamhal@sbcglobal.net

Hikshari' Trail 

Volunteer Work Days (Truesdale Street to Elk River Park & Ride) 2nd

Saturday, from 9 to 11a.m. Contact Wanda at wnaylor@sonic.net

Northcoast Regional Land Trust's Freshwater Farms Reserve Nature Trail

Dates TBD (5851 Myrtle Ave, Freshwater, just south of the barn). Contact

Karlee at K.jewell@ncrlt.org or Syndee at redwoodpost@suddenlink.net

Hammond Trail 



Volunteer Work Days (Arcata Bottoms to Clam Beach, McKinleyville) are

every 1st Saturday of each month from 9 to 11 a.m except January. Meeting

locations TBA. Contact Stacy at sbecker@reninet.com. 

Humboldt Coastal Nature Center

Volunteer Work Day (Manila): Locations and dates TBA. Contact Friends of

the Dunes at 444-1397 or info@friendsofthedunes.org.

Lacks Creek (BLM)

Volunteer Work Days (Redwood Valley): Locations and dates TBA. Contact

Tom at T1philli@yahoo.com. 

McKay Community Forest (Eureka near Redwood acres)

To get on the list, when things get active, contact Emily at

emily.sinkhorn@gmail.com.

McKinleyville Land Trust Trails - Chah GAH Cho Trail and Mad River Blu�s

3rd Saturday. Meeting locations TBA. Contact Ste�en at

ragnus707@gmail.com

Wigi Wetlands - Eureka and Redwood Region Audobon Society

 (Intersection of Christie & Howell streets; behind the Bayshore Mall

between Kohls and Sportsman's Warehouse at the back of parking lot): 4th

Saturday. Contact Jeremy at jeremy.cashen@yahoo.com

 
The Volunteer Trail Stewards are projects of the Humboldt Trails Council

Learn more at humtrails.org

Support Humboldt Trails Council via AmazonSmile

If you shop at Amazon.com, then ... 

Have you heard about AmazonSmile?  Did you know that if you sign-up, Amazon will

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of every eligible product you buy to the Humboldt

Trails Council? 



Sign-up with AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.com/.

You will have the opportunity to choose the direction of your charitable donation by

entering an organization’s name in the lower right box. Type in Humboldt Trails

Council and AmazonSmile will support our trails work with their contribution.

OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Humboldt Trails Council is to serve as a uni�ed voice to support

development, maintenance and use of trails for recreation and transportation

throughout Humboldt County

OUR VISION

The Humboldt Trails Council envisions a well-maintained network of accessible

community pathways traveled by walkers and riders of all abilities, ages and means in

the pursuit of unfettered kinetic joy. We are advocates, educators, and coordinators

working to enhance the county’s active transportation and recreation options,

community wellbeing, economic vitality, visitor captivation and appreciation of open

spaces.
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